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The level of difficulty and 
complexity of questions, 
problems, and tasks to 

be answered, addressed, 
or accomplished 

The level and depth of 
knowledge, understanding, 
thinking, and awareness to 

be demonstrated and 
communicated 
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Academic Rigor 

ü  How much effort is needed to 
answer a question, address a 
problem, or accomplish a task? 

ü  What are the conditions and 
context of the question, problem, 
or task is posed, presented, or 
provided? 

ü  How confident does the student 
feel in their ability to answer the 
question, address the problem or 
accomplish the task? 

ü  How many students correctly or 
successfully answered the 
question, addressed problem, or 
accomplish the task? 

ü  What is the level of thinking or 
action that is expected to be 
demonstrated in order to 
answer a question, address a 
problem, or accomplish a task? 

ü  What is the depth of knowledge, 
understanding, and awareness 
that is expected to be 
communicated to answer a 
question, address a problem, or 
accomplish a task? 



Cognitive Rigor 

ü  What kind of thinking is needed 
to answer a question, address a 
problem, or accomplish a task? 

ü  What kind of action needs to be 
taken to answer a question, 
address a problem, or 
accomplish a task? 

ü  What kind of knowledge needs 
to be developed to answer a 
question, address a problem, or 
accomplish a task? 

ü  How deeply does a concept, 
idea, subject, or topic need to 
be known and understood in 
order to answer a question, 
address a problem, or 
accomplish a task? 

ü  How complex or abstract is the 
question, problem, or task? 

ü  How is knowledge 
understanding, and awareness 
extended across the disciplines, 
beyond the classroom, and into 
the real world? 



Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy 
CREATE 

EVALUATE 

ANALYZE 

APPLY 

UNDERSTAND 

REMEMBER 
Who? What? 

Where?  When? 

How? 

Why? 
How does it work? 

How is it used? 

Why is it used? 
Why does it 

work? 

What is the cause? 

What is the reason? 

What does it infer? 
What does it 

suggest? 

What is the effect? 
What is the impact? 
What is the result? 

What if? 
What would happen? 
What could happen? 

What can you design? 
How would you develop? 

What can you plan? 

What could you produce? 

How can you innovate? 
What can you invent? 

Teacher 
Led 

Student 
Centered 
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DOK 1 
Recall & 
Reproduction 
Who?	  
What?	  
Where?	  
When?	  
How?	  

DOK 2 
Basic 
Application of 
Skills and 
Concepts 
How	  did	  it	  
happen?	  
Why	  did	  it	  
happen?	  
How	  does	  it	  work?	  
Why	  does	  it	  work	  
that	  way?	  

DOK 3 
Strategic 
Thinking 
How	  can	  you	  use	  it?	  
Why	  can	  you	  use	  it?	  
What	  is	  the	  cause?	  
What	  is	  the	  effect?	  
What	  is	  the	  reason?	  
What	  is	  the	  result? 

DOK 4 
Extended 
Thinking 
What	  is	  the	  
impact?	  
What	  is	  the	  
influence?	  
What	  is	  the	  
rela9onship?	  
What	  if?	  
What	  would	  
happen?	  
What	  could	  
happen?	  
What	  do	  you	  
think,	  feel,	  
believe?	  

Webb’s Depth of Knowledge 
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RIGOR 
What do students need to know, understand, 
and be able to do? 

RELEVANCE 
Why is this important for students to know, 
understand, and be able to do? 

RELATIONSHIPS 

Who or what can help students develop 
deeper knowledge, understanding, and 
awareness of what is being taught and 
learned? 

RESULTS 
How will students demonstrate and 
communicate what they have learned?  

REFLECTION 
What should students realize about what 
they have learned? 

5 R’s of Deeper Teaching and Learning 
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Thinking Curriculum 
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Analyze how two or 
more texts address 
similar themes or topics 
in order to build 
knowledge or to 
compare the 
approaches the authors 
take.  
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy. 
CCRA.R.9) 
Write narratives to 
develop real or 
imagined experiences 
of events using effective 
technique, well-chosen 
details, and well 
structured event 
sequences. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy. 
CCRA.W.3)  

Apply the 
Pythagorean 
Theorem to 
determine 
unknown side 
lengths in right 
triangles in real-
world and 
mathematical 
problems in two 
and three 
dimensions. 
(CCSS.Math. 
Content.8.G.B.7) 

Evaluate the 
implementation of a 
decision by 
analyzing the 
interests it served; 
estimating the power, 
position, and priority 
of each player 
involved; assessing 
the ethical 
dimensions of the 
decision; and 
evaluating the costs 
and benefits from a 
variety of 
perspectives.  
(HTS 5.5) 

Analyze and 
interpret data 
on natural hazards to 
forecast future 
catastrophic 
events and inform the 
development of 
technologies to 
mitigate their effects. 
(MS-ESS3-2) 
Construct an 
explanation based on 
evidence how …
occurrence of natural 
disasters, and changes 
in climate have 
influenced human 
activity. 
(HS-ESS3-2)s 



Thinking Curriculum 
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Analyze how two 
or more texts 
address similar 
themes or topics 
in order to build 
knowledge or to 
compare the 
approaches the 
authors take. 
(CCSS.ELA-
Literacy. 
CCRA.9) 
 

Apply the 
Pythagorean 
Theorem to 
determine 
unknown side 
lengths in right 
triangles in real-
world and 
mathematical 
problems in two 
and three 
dimensions. 
(CCSS.Math. 
Content.8.G.B.7) 

Formulate a 
position or course 
of action on an 
issue by identifying 
the nature of the 
problem, analyzing 
the underlying 
factors contributing 
to the problem, 
and choosing a 
plausible solution 
from a choice of 
carefully evaluated 
options. 
(HTS 5.5) 
 

Analyze and 
interpret data 
on natural hazards 
to forecast future 
catastrophic 
events and inform 
the development 
of technologies to 
mitigate their 
effects. 
(MS-ESS3-2) 
 
 
 
 



RIGOR What do students need to know and be able to 
do in order to address and solve the problem? 

RELEVANCE Why is addressing, handling, settling, or solving 
the problem essential or important? 

RELATIONSHIPS Who or what can help or what can be used to 
solve the problem? 

RESULTS 
How will thinking be demonstrated and 
knowledge, understanding, and awareness be 
communicated? 

REFLECTION 

How can this experience be turned into 
expertise that will help students address or 
solve other kinds or similar types of problems 
and situations or benefit them in their lives? 

5 R’s of Problem-Based Learning 



Instruc)on	   Kind	   Category	   Type	   Ques)on	   Process	   Outcome	  

Domain	  
Independent	  

Tame	  
Problems	  

Puzzle	  
Problems	   Logical	   How	  do	  I	  solve	  it?	   Manipulate	  parts.	   Puzzle	  solved	  

Pa>ern	  found	  

Rou9ne	  
Problem	  
Solving	  

Well-‐
Structured	  
Problems	  

Algorithmic	   What’s	  the	  right	  answer?	   Recall	  and	  apply	  
procedures.	  

Correct	  answer	  
a>ained	  

Story	  /	  Word	   What	  opera9on	  needs	  to	  be	  
performed?	  

Iden)fy	  and	  apply	  
procedures.	  

Correct	  answer	  
found	  

Rule	  Using	  /	  Rule	  
Induc9on	  

What	  procedure	  /	  rule	  needs	  
to	  be	  applied?	  

Use	  rules	  and	  
procedures.	  

Desired	  outcome	  
or	  result	  a>ained	  

Non-‐Rou9ne	  
Problem	  
Solving	  

Complex	  
Problems	  

Ill-‐
Structured	  
Problems	  

Decision-‐Making	   What’s	  the	  best	  choice	  and	  
why?	  

Consider	  choices	  and	  
op)ons.	  

Commitment	  to	  
choice	  /	  decision	  

Troubleshoo9ng	   Why	  is	  it	  not	  working	  and	  
how	  can	  it	  be	  fixed?	  

Experiment	  through	  
trial	  and	  error	   System	  works	  

Diagnosis-‐
Solu9on	  

What	  is	  the	  cause	  and	  how	  
can	  it	  be	  treated	  or	  cured?	  

Generate	  and	  test	  
hypotheses.	  

Disorder	  treated	  
or	  cured	  

Strategic-‐Tac9cal	   How	  can	  I	  achieve	  my	  
targeted	  goal	  or	  objec9ve?	  

Apply	  tac)cs	  within	  
real	  )me.	   Goal	  achieved	  

Policy	  Analysis	   How	  appropriate	  or	  effec9ve	  
is	  the	  policy?	   Defend	  or	  refute.	   Policy	  changed	  or	  

upheld	  

Wicked	  
Problems	  

Case	  Study	  
How	  was	  the	  situa9on	  

handled	  and	  could	  anything	  
else	  have	  been	  done?	  

Analyze,	  evaluate,	  and	  
cri)que.	  

Management	  and	  
opera)on	  
improved	  

Design	  /	  Planning	  
What	  are	  the	  flaws	  and	  how	  

can	  they	  be	  repaired	  or	  
redesigned?	  

Examine,	  correct,	  
redesign	  or	  redevelop.	   Repair	  or	  redesign	  

Dilemma	   How	  can	  a	  controversial	  
issue	  be	  addressed?	  

Consider	  all	  factors	  
and	  take	  a	  stand.	  

Address,	  handle,	  
se>le,	  solve,	  avoid	  ©	  Maverik	  Educa)on	  LLC,	  2014	  



21st Century Literacies and Themes 

Financial 
Literacy Environmental 

Literacy 
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Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 
Problem: 
ü Why is Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory a satire? 
ü How do the children in 

Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory reflect different 
selfish behaviors of 
children? 

ü How does Roald Dahl 
present his message about 
the selfishness of children 
and how their parents 
handle such behavior? 

A satire uses exaggeration, 
irony,  humor, and ridicule to 
bring attention to and change 
people’s bad qualities, 
foolishness and behavior. 
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Science Fiction 
Problem: 
ü  How does science fiction 

reflect our past, impact 
our present, and predict 
our future?  

ü  How can we use or 
create science fiction to 
ensure or work toward a 
better future? 

ü What kind of problem 
would you like to explore 
through science fiction? 

The motifs of science 
fiction are space, time, 
machine, monster, and 
society. 
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Pythagorean Theorem 
Problem: 
ü How is the Pythagorean 

Theorem used to 
address, handle, settle, 
solve, and work with real 
world issues, problems, 
and situations?  

ü How do professionals 
use the Pythagorean 
Theorem in their 
careers? 

ü How is the Pythagorean 
Theorem used in the arts 
and in athletics? 

The Pythagorean Theorem 
is used to calculate the 
sides of a right triangle with 
the formula a2 + b2 = c2. 

© Maverik Education LLC, 2014 



World War II 
Problem: 
ü How does a commitment to 

total war affect a nation and the 
world? 

ü What impact did the outcome of 
World War II have on the 
world? 

ü How does its outcome still 
continue to influence U.S. and 
international politics, 
economics, and culture? 

ü Could a war like World War II 
happen again or will wars be 
fought differently in the future? 

. World War II is the 
second time in history 
that numerous nations 
committed themselves 
to “total war”. © Maverik Education LLC, 2014 



Natural Disasters 
Problem: 
ü Why has the incidences 

of natural disasters 
worldwide increased 
over the last 45 years? 

ü What can be done to 
predict or prevent 
natural disasters? 

ü What can be done to 
protect people from 
natural disasters? 

. 
A natural disaster is any 
event or force of nature 
that has catastrophic 
consequences. © Maverik Education LLC, 2014 



What kind of problem would you like to 
examine and explore? 

1.  Dial 37-607 or go to PollEv.com. 
2.  Text the accompanying number 

before entering your message. 
•  Science Fiction: Text 9268  
•  Pythagorean Theorem: Text 9696 
•  World War II: Text 9717 
•  Natural Disasters: Text 9732 



RIGOR 
What do students need to know and be able to 
do in order to respond to the question 
accurately, effectively and thoroughly? 

RELEVANCE 
Why is this question essential or important to 
examine, explore, and answer? 

RELATIONSHIPS 
Who or what can help students attain the 
information needed to answer the question? 

RESULTS 
How are students expected to answer or 
respond to the question? 

REFLECTION 

How will having answered this question help 
students answer similar questions or address 
similar situations in their lives? 

5 R’s of Inquiry-Based Learning 



Cognitive Rigor Questions (C.R.Q.s) 
FACTUAL 

Terminology 
Data 

Facts 
Information 

Who? 
What? 

Where? 
When? 

ANALYTICAL 
Explanations 
Reasons 

How? 
Why? 

How does it work? 
Why does it work? 

HYPOTHETICAL 
Alternatives 
Considerations 
Options 

What if? 
What would happen? 
What could happen? 

REFLECTIVE 
Relationships 
Results 

What is the cause / effect? 
What is the impact / 

influence? 

What is the reason / result? 
What is the symptom / 

outcome? 

ARGUMENTATIVE 
Claims 
Conclusions 

What is the concept / 
idea? 

Is it this or that? 

Why must it be this or that? 
Should it be this or that? 

AFFECTIVE 
Choices 
Opinions 
Perspective 

What do you think? 
How do you feel? 
How would you? 
How could you? 

What can you design / 
develop? 

What can you plan / 
produce? 

PERSONAL 
Curiosity What do you want to know? 
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Cognitive Rigor Questions (C.R.Q.s) 

FACTUAL 

What is science fiction? 
What is the history of science fiction? 
What are the common elements of science fiction? 
What are the motifs of science fiction? 
What are the themes of science fiction? 

ANALYTICAL 
How does science fiction reflect the past? 
How does science fiction impact the present? 
How does science fiction predict the future? 
How do the eras of science fiction differ from each other? 

HYPOTHETICAL How could science fiction be used to help us create a better future? 
How could science fiction be used to stimulate critical and creative thinking? 

REFLECTIVE 

What is the relationship between a specific science fiction story and the era in 
which it was published? 
What is the influence of science fiction on scientific research? 
What is the influence of science fiction on technology? 
What is the influence of science fiction on society? 

ARUGUMENTATIVE Does science influence science fiction or does science fiction influence science? 
Is Star Wars science fiction or a fantasy? 

AFFECTIVE 
What kind of science fiction stories do you prefer? 
How would you write a science fiction story that incorporates one or more of the 
motifs of the genre? 

PERSONAL What questions do you have about science fiction? 



Cognitive Rigor Questions (C.R.Q.s) 
FACTUAL 

What is the Pythagorean theorem? 
Who designed the Pythagorean theorem? 
What is the formula for the Pythagorean theorem? 
What do the values in the Pythagorean theorem represent? 

ANALYTICAL 

How is the Pythagorean theorem used to calculate the side of a right 
triangle? 
Why must a triangle have at least one 90o angle in order to use the 
Pythagorean theorem?  
Why does the Pythagorean theorem have more proofs than any other 
theorem? 

HYPOTHETICAL 
What would happen if the value of two sides were given but the hypotenuse 
was known? 
What would happen if the value of one side and the hypotenuse were given 
but another side was unknown? 

REFLECTIVE 
What impact to the angles of the triangle have on the use of the Pythagorean 
theorem? 
What relationship does the Law of Cosines have on the Pythagorean 
theorem? 

ARUGUMENTATIVE Should Pythagoras be credited for the proof of the theorem or should each 
should each civilization who used the theorem be acknowledged? 

AFFECTIVE How would you use the Pythagorean theorem to determine the length of one 
of the sides or the hypotenuse of the triangle? 

PERSONAL What questions do you have about the Pythagorean theorem? 



Cognitive Rigor Questions (C.R.Q.s) 

FACTUAL 

Who were the key people of World War II? 
What were they key events of World War II? 
Where did the key events of World War II occur? 
When did the key events of World War II occur? 
When did World War II begin and end? 
What is a “total war”? 
When in history has “total war” occurred? 

ANALYTICAL 

How did Adolf Hitler come into power in Germany? 
How did Adolf Hitler convince Germany, Italy, and Japan to follow him? 
Why did Adolf Hitler order the death of 6 million Jews during The Holocaust? 
Why did the U.S. initially decide not to get involved with the conflict in Europe? 
How did the U.S. gain and maintain the support of the American public for the war effort? 
How did the Allied Powers turn the tide of World War II? 

HYPOTHETICAL 
What if the Axis Powers won the war? 
What if Germany developed the atomic bomb before the United States? 
What could have happened if the United States entered the war sooner? 

REFLECTIVE 
What impact did the outcome of World War I have on World War II? 
What impact did the outcome of World War II have on U.S. and international politics, 
economics, and culture? 
What influence did the outcome of World War II have on the U.S.’s participation in 
international affairs and conflicts? 

ARUGUMENTATIVE Should President Truman have dropped the bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki or should he 
have taken other measures to end World War II? 

AFFECTIVE 
What do you think about whether World War II could have been avoided? 
What are your thoughts about the United States not engaging in the conflict in Europe when it 
first began? 
What is your opinion regarding whether a war like World War II could happen again? 

PERSONAL What questions do you have about World War II? 



Cognitive Rigor Questions (C.R.Q.s) 
FACTUAL 

What is a natural disaster? 
What are different types of natural disasters? 
What have been the most devastating natural disasters in history? 
Where in the world are specific areas that are at risk for different natural disasters? 
Where are the most dangerous places in the world to live due to being at risk for natural 
disasters? 

ANALYTICAL 

Why do natural disasters happen? 
How can natural disasters be random and not random? 
Why are some natural disasters difficult to predict? 
Why do some people ignore the warnings of an impending natural disaster? 
Why do people and societies continue to live in locations that are places that are hazardous and 
in risk of experiencing a natural disaster? 

HYPOTHETICAL 
What if some of the predictions and theories about natural disasters hitting certain areas came 
true? 
What would happen to an area that was hit by a natural disaster? 
What could be done to make the notification and evacuation process better for natural 
disasters? 

REFLECTIVE 
What are the causes of different natural disasters? 
What are the positive and negative consequences of natural disasters? 
What impact do natural disasters have on a society politically, economically, and socially? 
What influence does human interference and man-made disasters have on natural disasters? 

ARUGUMENTATIVE Should communities be developed or closed down by governments in areas prone to natural 
disasters or should these areas be avoided? 

AFFECTIVE 
Which natural disaster do you think is the most destructive? 
Would you continue to live in an area at risk of experiencing a natural disaster or world you 
move? 
What kind of plan could you develop to prepare or protect people and communities from natural 
disasters? 

PERSONAL What questions do you have about natural disasters? 



What personal questions do you 
have? 

1.  Dial 37-607 or go to PollEv.com. 
2.  Text the accompanying number 

before entering your message. 
• Science Fiction: Text 166409 
• Pythagorean Theorem: Text 166542 
• World War II: Text 169493 
• Natural Disasters: Text 169945 



RIGOR 
What do students need to know, understand and be 
able to do in order to create something? 

RELEVANCE 
How can this design, development, innovation, 
invention, plan, or production be used to address a 
real world situation? 

RELATIONSHIPS 
Who or what can help students attain the information 
needed to design, develop, innovate, invent, plan, or 
produce something? 

RESULTS 
What is an acceptable or appropriate performance, 
product, or production? 

REFLECTION 

What will the student learn from this experience, and 
how will what they produce benefit them or others? 

5 R’s of Project-Based Learning 
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VISUAL! VERBAL! LOGICAL!

TECHNICAL!

STUDENT!
ORIGINAL!
COMBO!

MUSICAL!

INTRAPERSONAL! INTERPERSONAL! BODILY-
KINESTHETIC!

Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 

© Maverik Education LLC, 2014 

VISUAL	

Draw a poster that advises or 
teaches others how to balance 

their emotions.	

	


VERBAL	

Write a short story about a situation 

in which someone had to manage 
their emotions in a particular 

situation. 	

	

	


LOGICAL	

Compose a manual on how to 

balance emotions in a particular 
situation.	


TECHNICAL	

Produce a public service 

announcement about how to 
handle certain situations and 

balance emotions.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Write a song about a situation in 
which someone balanced their 

emotions.	

	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Analyze and evaluate how you 

balanced your emotions in a given 
situation, what the outcome was,  

what you could have done 
differently, and what it taught you 

about yourself.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Debate with a friend the advantages 

and appropriateness of certain 
behaviors in a given situation.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Research, demonstrate, and 

develop physical actions, methods, 
and strategies people can use to 

balance their emotions.	
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Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 

© Maverik Education LLC, 2014 

VISUAL	

Draw a picture of a future society or 

space colony.	


Adapt a science fiction story into a 
comic book.	


Draw what an alien from a specific 
planet may look like.	


VERBAL	

Write an original science fiction 

story, poem, or screenplay.	


Write a report on the different eras 
of science fiction.	


	


	


LOGICAL	

Research how advances in science, 

mathematics, engineering, and 
technology have been influenced 

by science fiction.	


TECHNICAL	

Produce a science fiction movie.	


Adapt a science fiction story into a 
movie.	


Create a science fiction video game.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Compose a musical score that 

has a science fiction motif.	


Write a song with a science 
fiction motif.	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Create your vision of a utopian 
society in a future and how we 

can start progressing toward this 
future today.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Debate where science fiction 
influence life or vice versa.	


Debate whether an idea addressed 
in science fiction could come true.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Hypothesize what sports may be 

popular in the future.	


Examine how you can control 
your body in an anti-gravity 

environment. 	
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Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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VISUAL	

Design a construct or building 

using the Pythagorean Theorem.	


VERBAL	

Write a story that requires using 

the Pythagorean Theorem to solve 
the problem or resolve the 

situation.	


	


	


LOGICAL	

Create a mathematical story 
problem, a decision-making 
problem, a troubleshooting 

problem, a diagnosis-solution 
problem, or a design / planning 
problem that requires using the 

Pythagorean Theorem.	


TECHNICAL	

Make an educational video on 
how to use the Pythagorean 

Theorem.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Write a song that will teach 

others how to use the 
Pythagorean Theorem.	


	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Create your vision of a utopian 
society in a future and how we 

can start progressing toward this 
future today.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Debate whether Pythagoras should 
be credited with coming up with 

the Pythagorean Theorem.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Build a scale model using the 

Pythagorean Theorem.	
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Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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VISUAL	

Draw a comic book depicting a 

key event in World War II.	

	


VERBAL	

Write an original story that takes 

place in World War II.	

	

	


LOGICAL	

Calculate the probability of 

success and.or failure of a key 
battle from World War II.	


TECHNICAL	

Make an educational or fictional 

video about World War II.	
 STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Write and perform a patriotic 
song supporting the Allies in 

World War II.	

	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Create alternative ways for 

countries to solve their conflicts 
without resorting to warfare.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Debate with a partner whether 

Harry Truman should have dropped 
the atomic bomb on Japan.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Research the training regimen of 

soldiers during World War II.	
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Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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VISUAL	

Adapt an Edgar Allan Poe story 
into a comic book or graphic 

novel.	

	


VERBAL	

Write a short story or poem using 
the same motifs, style, and theme of 

Edgar Allan Poe’s writings.	

	

	


LOGICAL	

Explain what is rationcination 

and how it is used in both 
literary fiction and nonfiction.	


TECHNICAL	

Adapt one of Edgar Allan Poe’s 
short stories or poem into a 

visual presentation.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Turn one of Edgar Allan Poe’s 

poems into a song.	

	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Analyze and evaluate why 

troubled authors and artists are 
so talented.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Debate whether Edgar Allan Poe is 

the most influential author in 
American or world literature or 

determine whether another author 
is more influential.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Research the genre of body 

horror and how it is different 
from other forms of horror tales 

(e.g. supernatural)	

	




Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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VISUAL	

Design a map that details the 

areas in the world that are most 
at risk for different natural 

disasters.	

	


VERBAL	

Write an original story about a 

natural disaster hitting a location and 
how people survive.	


Research a historical natural disaster 
that caused immense devastation and 

destruction.	

	


LOGICAL	

Calculate the probability of a 

natural disaster hitting a specific 
area of the world.	


Research a historical natural 
disaster and determine the 
probability of such an event 

happening again.	


TECHNICAL	

Produce a movie about a natural 

disaster hitting an area.	


Produce an instructional video that 
will teach people what to do if they 

experience a natural disaster.	


Produce a technical presentation 
on natural disasters.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Write a song about a historical 

natural disaster.	


Write a song about a person or 
place that experiences a natural 

disaster.	


	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Research a natural disaster caused 
by human interference or a man-

made disaster and determine 
whether it could have been 

avoided.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Debate whether natural disasters that 

be predicted or prevented.	


Debate whether a historical natural 
disaster caused by human interference 

could have been avoided,	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Research the training regimen of 

soldiers during World War II.	

	




Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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VISUAL	

Draw a picture of an animal, 

coloring it by its proper color, 
labeling key body parts.  

Describe how an animal’s 
physical appearance helps it 

survive.	

	


VERBAL	

Write a first person narrative from 

the point of view of an animal in 
which it describes itself, its 

environment, and how it survives.	

	

	


LOGICAL	

Calculate and charter the size and 

growth of an animal and 
determine the benefits and 

drawbacks of being that size.	


NATURALIST	

Describe how an animal must 
adapt to its environment in 

order to survive.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Write a song about the animal, 
describing its appearance, its 

behavior, and its environment.	

	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Think about why an animal is 

important to its ecosystem or its 
food chain and share your 

reasons.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Plan a presentation on how to 

prevent an animal from becoming an 
endangered species.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Describe and demonstrate the 
unique physical abilities of an 
animal and how it helps them 

survive in its environment.	

	




Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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VISUAL	

Draw different geometric shapes 

and show how to divide them 
into halves, thirds, fourths and 
fifths.  Shade the amount in the 

numerator. 	

	


VERBAL	

Write a story in which the 

characters must use fractions in 
order to solve a problem.	


	

	


LOGICAL	

Explain the following:	


•  How would you split a dozen 
doughnuts between four 
people?	


•  How would you distribute six 
drinks to three people?	


•  How would you divide an 
orange for eight people?	


TECHNICAL	

Create a PowerPoint 

presentation that explains how 
to form and use fractions.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Write a song or poem about 

how to form and reduce 
fractions to their lowest form?	


	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Think about what are the best 
situations to use fractions to 

show parts of a whole.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Present to the class demonstrations 

and examples on how to use 
fractions.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Show how you would divide 

your class evenly so each group 
would the same amount of 

people.	
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Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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VISUAL	

Draw a picture of a soccer 

uniform and explain the 
importance of the equipment 

including how it improves 
someone’s performance and 

provides safety.	

	


VERBAL	

Write a rule book on how to play 

soccer including identifying the 
object of the game, explaining 

what to do on offense and 
defense, and how to perform key 

plays.	


LOGICAL	

Analyze offensive and defensive 
plays in soccer and determine 

their effectiveness against specific 
opponents or in certain 

situations.	


TECHNICAL	

Produce an instructional video or 
slide presentation on how to play 

soccer.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Write a song or poem about how 
to play soccer or someone who 

plays soccer.	

	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Think about why soccer is a 

successful and popular 
professional sport around the 
world but not in the United 

States.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Debate with a partner whether a 

national professional soccer 
league would be successful in the 

United States.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Demonstrate different plays in 

soccer.  Explain why each play is 
important on offense and/or 

defense.	
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Multiple Intelligence Activities (M.I.A.s) 
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VISUAL	

Draw a poster that advises or 
teaches others how to balance 

their emotions.	

	


VERBAL	

Write a short story about a situation 

in which someone had to manage 
their emotions in a particular 

situation. 	

	

	


LOGICAL	

Compose a manual on how to 

balance emotions in a particular 
situation.	


TECHNICAL	

Produce a public service 

announcement about how to 
handle certain situations and 

balance emotions.	


STUDENT	

ORIGINAL	

COMBO	


MUSICAL	

Write a song about a situation in 
which someone balanced their 

emotions.	

	


INTRAPERSONAL	

Analyze and evaluate how you 

balanced your emotions in a given 
situation, what the outcome was,  

what you could have done 
differently, and what it taught you 

about yourself.	


INTERPERSONAL	

Debate with a friend the advantages 

and appropriateness of certain 
behaviors in a given situation.	


BODILY-KINESTHETIC	

Research, demonstrate, and 

develop physical actions, methods, 
and strategies people can use to 

balance their emotions.	
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What kind of project can you develop 
for your students? 

1.  Dial 37-607 or go to PollEv.com. 
2.  Text the accompanying number 

before entering your message. 
•  Science Fiction: Text 203855 
•  Pythagorean Theorem: Text 203963 
•  World War II: Text 203988 
•  Natural Disasters: Text 202676 



Government Shutdown 
Problem: 
• What causes the federal 

government to shut 
down? 

• What impact do 
government shutdowns 
have on our nation? 

• How can federal 
government shutdowns 
be prevented? 

The government has shut 
down 18 times over the 
last 40 years. 



Government Shutdown 

The government has shut 
down 18 times over the 
last 40 years. 

FACTUAL 
What exactly is a government 
shutdown? 
When in history has the 
government shut down? 

ANALYTICAL Why is the government allowed 
to shut down? 

HYPOTHETICAL 
What could happen if a 
government shutdown is not 
resolved? 

REFLECTIVE 
What causes the government to 
shut down? 
What effect does a government 
shutdown have on the nation? 

ARGUMENTATIVE 
Should a government shutdown 
be allowed or should Congress 
and the President be required to  

AFFECTIVE 
What are your thoughts about 
the reasons behind a 
government shutdown? 

PERSONAL 
What questions do you have 
about the reasons behind 
government shutdowns? 



Government Shutdown 
Project: Mock Government 
•  Legislative: 

•  Students are divided into the Senate 
and House.  Each group develops 
class bill on classroom or school policy 
or procedures they have to vote on or 
modify and send to the Executive 
Branch. 

• Executive: 
•  The teacher passes the bill, turning it 

into a policy or procedure, or vetoes 
the bill, send the bill back to the Senate 
and House for further revisions. 

•  Judicial: 
•  The principal or assistant principal 

enforces the policy or procedure. 

The government has shut 
down 18 times over the 
last 40 years. 



Blonde Extinction 
Problem: 
• What could cause the genetic 

combination of natural blonde 
hair and blue eyes to become 
extinct? 

• What impact could the 
extinction of the genetic 
combination of natural blonde 
hair and blue eyes have on the 
human race? 

• How can the genetic 
combination of natural blonde 
hair and blue eyes be 
preserved? 

Scientists have theorized 
that natural blonde hair 
and blue eyes will 
become extinct within 
200 years. 



Blonde Extinction 

Scientists have theorized 
that natural blonde hair 
and blue eyes will become 
extinct within 200 years. 

FACTUAL 
Who theorized the genetic 
combination of natural blonde hair 
and blue eyes will become extinct? 

ANALYTICAL 
Why is it theorized that the genetic 
combination of natural blonde hair 
and blue eyes will become extinct? 

HYPOTHETICAL 

Why would the last human being 
with natural blonde hair and blue 
eyes would be born in Finland? 
How could the blonde hair/blue eye 
genetic combination be preserved? 

REFLECTIVE 
What could cause the genetic 
combination natural blonde hair 
and blue eyes becoming extinct? 

ARGUMENTATIVE 
Is the extinction of  the genetic 
combination of natural blonde hair 
and blue eyes a scientific 
possibility or an urban legend? 

AFFECTIVE 
What do you think will be the 
dominant hair, skin, and eye color 
in the next 200 years? 

PERSONAL 
What questions do you have about 
the Punnett square and its effect 
on genetic combinations? 



Blonde Extinction 

Scientists have theorized 
that natural blonde hair 
and blue eyes will 
become extinct within 
200 years. 

Project: Literary Fiction or 
Nonfiction 
•  Literary Fiction: 

•  Write or produce a creative story 
about the last blonde in the world 
and the impact this has on society. 

•  Literary Nonfiction: 
•  Produce an in-depth oral, written, 

creative, or technical report about 
the possibility of natural blonde hair 
and blue eyes becoming instinct 
and what the world can do to 
preserve this genetic combination. 



The Cost of Higher Education 

Outstanding student loan debt 
now stands at $1.2 Trillion as of 
May 2013. 2/3 of graduating 
from college are graduating on 
average $26,660 in debt. 

Problem 
• What are the reasons 
behind the increasing 
student loan debt? 

• What can we do to control 
such debt? 

• How can we protect or 
prevent ourselves from 
amassing debt by the time 
we graduate college? 



The Cost of Higher Education 

Outstanding student loan debt 
now stands at $1.2 Trillion as 
of May 2013. 2/3 of graduating 
from college are graduating on 
average $26,660 in debt. 

FACTUAL 
What is the average cost to attend 
college, university, or a trade school 
after college? 

ANALYTICAL 
Why does college or trade school 
tuition cost so much? 
Why is the outstanding student loan 
debt so high? 

HYPOTHETICAL 
What could happen if the outstanding 
loan debt is not managed or brought 
under control? 

REFLECTIVE 

What causes students to graduate 
college with such great debt? 
What effect does the student loan 
debt and the high cost of going to 
college have on the nation? 

ARGUMENTATIVE 
Should the federal government 
continue to allow student loan 
forgiveness or should they place more 
regulations on financial aid? 

AFFECTIVE 
How can you manage your finances 
to ensure you will not graduate from 
college in debt? 

PERSONAL 
What questions do you have about 
student loans and the cost of going to 
college? 



The Cost of Higher Education 

Outstanding student loan debt 
now stands at $1.2 Trillion as of 
May 2013. 2/3 of graduating 
from college are graduating on 
average $26,660 in debt. 

Project 
•  Conduct an in-depth report on the 

increasing debt facing college students 
and how it can be handled or resolved. 

•  Produce a handbook for high school and 
college students on how to control or 
manage their costs, debt, and spending in 
college. 

•  Research how a college graduate was 
able to graduate without or resolve their 
debt. 

•  Create a personal plan on how you will be 
able to afford and attend college without 
amassing great debt. 

•  Write a short story about a student who 
came up with an ingenious or inventive 
plan to fund his college education. 



The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Problem: 
Does the author’s intent 
of The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn get lost 
in its presentation and 
interpretation, and how 
can authors or artists 
satirize a controversial 
issue, problem, or 
situation effectively? 

The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn is one of 
the most controversial yet 
celebrated novels in 
American literature. 



The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn is one of 
the most controversial yet 
celebrated novels in 
American literature. 

FACTUAL 
What is satire? 
Who is Mark Twain? 
What is the plot of The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn? 

ANALYTICAL 
How does a satire use humor to support its 
intent or purpose? 
Why is The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn a 
satire? 

HYPOTHETICAL 

What could happen if an author satirized 
something a person could not change about 
themselves? 
What if Mark Twain wrote The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn in formal English or using 
formal grammar? 

REFLECTIVE 

What is the intent of a satire? 
What is the intent of The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn? 
What impact did The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn have on American Literature?  

ARGUMENTATIVE Are the criticisms against The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn valid or misconstrued? 

AFFECTIVE How can you use satire to address the aspects 
of high school life and behavior of teenagers? 

PERSONAL 
What questions do you have about satire, Mark 
Twain, or The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn?? 



The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn is one of 
the most controversial yet 
celebrated novels in 
American literature. 

Project 
• Produce a fictional film that 
satirizes high school life and 
addresses behaviors that should 
be changed. 

• Produce a documentary about 
high school life that satirizes high 
school life. 
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UNIT%OF%STUDY%
Identify)the)unit)of)study)here.)

5%R’S%OF%DEEPER%TEACHING%AND%LEARNING%
RIGOR% List)the)standards)here.)(academic)and)/))or)

CCSS))

RELEVANCE%
Identify)how)teaching)and)learning)will)address)
real)world)issues,)problems,)and)situations)here.))
Refer)to)the)21st)Century)Literacies)and)Themes.)

RELATIONSHIPS% Identify)what)resources)students)will)use)and)
how)they)will)work)together)here.!

RESULTS%
State)the)outcomes)of)the)learning)and)explain)
how)students)will)be)assessed)and)evaluated)
here.)

REFLECTION% Explain)the)education)and)expertise)students)
will)develop)throughout)this)experience.!

!

COGNITIVE%RIGOR%QUESTIONS%(C.R.Q.)%

FACTUAL%

Who)
What)
Where)
When)

ANALYTICAL% How)
Why)

HYPOTHETICAL%
What)if)
What)would)happen)
What)could)happen)

REFLECTIVE%

What)is)the)cause)
What)is)the)effect)
What)is)the)impact)
What)is)the)influence)
What)is)the)outcome)
What)is)the)reason)
What)is)the)result)

ARGUMENTATIVE%

What)is)
Which)
Is)/)Are)..)or)…)
Should)…)or)…)

AFFECTIVE%

What)do)you)believe)
How)do)you)feel)
What)do)you)think)
What)is)your)opinion)
How)would)you))

PERSONAL%
!
!
!

!
% %
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WHOLE%CLASS%ASSIGNMENTS%(W.C.A.s)%
Assignment% Task% Assessment%

1. ! ! !

2. ! ! !

3. ! ! !

4. ! ! !

5. ! ! !

6. ! ! !

7. ! ! !

8. ! ! !

9. ! ! !

10. ! ! !

!

MULTIPLE%INTELLGENCE%ACTIVITIES%(M.I.A.s)%
VISUAL% VERBAL% LOGICAL%

! % %

MUSICAL% PHYSICAL% NATURALIST%
% % %

INTRAPERSONAL% INTERPERSONAL% TECHNICAL%
% % %

STUDENT%COMBINED%% STUDENT%CREATED%
% %

WRITTEN%REPORT%DUE%DATE*% !

FINAL%PROJECT%DUE%DATE% !
*%All%M.I.A.s%will%include%a%written%report%documenting%the%research%and%
process%in%which%they%designed%and%developed%their%project.%%Students%
will%be%evaluated%based%upon%their%written%communication%as%well%as%the%
accuracy%and%quality%of%the%project.%
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UNIT OF STUDY 

STANDARDS 
List the state standards that are addressed in this unit. 
• PO1: Review the rise of totalitarianism in Europe after 

World War I. 
• PO2: Analyze the major causes of World War II. 
• PO3: Trace the series of invasions and conquests in the 

European and Pacific Theatres in World War II. 
• PO4: Describe the events leading to allied victory. 
• PO5: Describe how racism and intolerance contributed 

to the Holocaust. 
• PO6: Summarize the outcomes of World War II. 
• PO7: Describe events resulting from World War II. 

OBJECTIVES 
The learner will… 
• remember/recall key events and people related to World 

War II by summarizing the outcomes of World War II. 
• understand key events and people related to World War 

II by reviewing the rise of totalitarianism in Europe and 
describing the events leading to allied victim. 

• apply key events and people related to World War II 
tracing the series of invasions and conquests in the 
European and Pacific Theatres in World War II. 

• analyze key events and people related to World War II by 
analyzing the major causes of World War II and 
describing how racism and intolerance contributed to the 
Holocaust. 

• Evaluate key events and people related to World War II 
by describing events caused by World War II. 

• create presentations focusing on key events and people 
related to World War II. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
FACTUAL 
• Who are the key people involved in World War II? 
• What were the key events of World War II? 
• Where did most of the battles take place? 
• When did World War II begin/end? 
• When did the United States enter World War II? 
ANALYTICAL 
• Why does a nation decide to go to war? 
• How did the treaties, alliances, and political structures of World 

War I cause World War II? 
• Why did the U.S. not to enter World War II when it first began? 
• How did U.S. convince the public to support the war effort? 
HYPOTHETICAL 
• What if the Axis Powers won the war? 
• What could have happened if the U.S. entered the war sooner? 
REFLECTIVE 
• What effect did the outcome of World War II have on the world? 
• How did the outcome of World War II affect international 

politics, economics, and culture? 
• What influence did World War II have on the way international 

conflicts are resolved? 
• How did World War II affect America’s perspective on its role in 

solving international conflicts? 
AFFECTIVE 
• Do you feel World War II could have been avoided? 
• Why do you think the Germans were so willing to follow Hitler? 
• Do you think the U.S. should have entered the war before the 

attack on Pearl Harbor? 
• How do you feel about the way the Germans and Japanese were 

portrayed and treated during World War II? 
• Do you believe Harry Truman made the right decision to drop 

the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki? 
• Do you think a war like World War II could happen again? 

 

World War II 
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WHOLE CLASS ASSIGNMENTS 
ASSIGNMENT TASK ASSESSMENT 

1. Read “World War 
II” chapter. 

Page 385 1(all), 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

Short answer. 

2. Summarize the cause 
and outcomes of 
World War II. 

Summary 6 Traits Writing 
Scoring Guide 

3. Research a key 
individual or event 
from World War II. 

Research 6 Traits Writing 
Scoring Guide 

4. Write a persuasive 
essay answering one 
of the following 
topics: 

• “Could World War II 
have been avoided?” 

• “Should the United 
States have entered 
World War II 
sooner?” 

• “Could a war like 
World War II happen 
again?” 

Persuasive 
Essay 

6 Traits Writing 
Scoring Guide 

 

MULTIPLE INVENTORY ACTIVITiES 
Choose one of the activities listed below. Explain how you applied the key 
academic concepts and addressed the essential questions of the unit through 

written expression. 
VISUAL / 
 SPATIAL 

VERBAL / 
LINGUISTIC 

LOGICAL / 
MATHEMATICAL 

Comic Book: Draw 
a comic book 
depicting a key event 
in World War II. 

Short Story: Write 
an original short 
story that takes place 
or is related to World 
War II. 

Battle Plan for 
Success: Calculate 
the probability of 
success or failure of a 
key battle from 
World War II. 

TECHNICAL / 
MECHANICAL 

BODILY 
KINESTHETIC 

MUSICAL / 
RHYTHMIC 

World War II Film: 
Make an educational 
or fictional video 
about World War II 

Boot Camp 
Training: Research 
and demonstrate the 
training regimen of 
soldiers during 
World War II. 

World War II: 
Write and perform a 
patriotic song 
supporting the Allies 
in World War II. 

INTRAPERSONAL 
/ INSIGHT 

INTERPERSONAL 
/ SOCIAL 

NATURALIST / 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

Alternative 
Measures: Discuss 
alternative ways for 
countries to solve 
their conflicts 
without resorting to 
warfare. 

Should President 
Truman Have 
Dropped the 
Bomb?: Debate with 
a partner whether 
President Truman 
should have dropped 
the atomic bomb on 
Japan. 

Environmental 
Influence on War: 
Discuss how the 
environment in 
which battles were 
fought affected the 
outcome of key 
battles. 

COMBINATION 
 
STUDENT CREATED  
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UNIT OF STUDY 
Individualism 

STANDARDS 
• RL.11%12.1.'Cite%strong%and%thorough%textual%evidence%to%support%

analysis%of%what%the%text%says%explicitly%as%well%as%inferences%drawn%
from%the%text,%including%determining%where%the%text%leaves%matters%
uncertain.%

• RL.11%12.2.'Determine%two%or%more%themes%or%central%ideas%of%a%
text%and%analyze%their%development%over%the%course%of%the%text,%
including%how%they%interact%and%build%on%one%another%to%produce%a%
complex%account;%provide%an%objective%summary%of%the%text.%

• RL.11%12.3.'Analyze%the%impact%of%the%author’s%choices%regarding%
how%to%develop%and%relate%elements%of%a%story%or%drama%(e.g.,%where%
a%story%is%set,%how%the%action%is%ordered,%how%the%characters%are%
introduced%and%developed).%

• RL.11%12.5.'Analyze%how%an%author’s%choices%concerning%how%to%
structure%specific%parts%of%a%text%(e.g.,%the%choice%of%where%to%begin%or%
end%a%story,%the%choice%to%provide%a%comedic%or%tragic%resolution)%
contribute%to%its%overall%structure%and%meaning%as%well%as%its%
aesthetic%impact.%

• RL.11%12.9.'Demonstrate%knowledge%of%eighteenthD,%nineteenthD%
and%earlyDtwentiethDcentury%foundational%works%of%American%
literature,%including%how%two%or%more%texts%from%the%same%period%
treat%similar%themes%or%topics.%

• RI.11%12.5.'Analyze%and%evaluate%the%effectiveness%of%the%structure%
an%author%uses%in%his%or%her%exposition%or%argument,%including%
whether%the%structure%makes%points%clear,%convincing,%and%engaging.%

• RI.11%12.6.'Determine%an%author’s%point%of%view%or%purpose%in%a%text%
in%which%the%rhetoric%is%particularly%effective,%analyzing%how%style%
and%content%contribute%to%the%power,%persuasiveness%or%beauty%of%
the%text.%

• W.11%12.2.'Write%informative/explanatory%texts%to%examine%and%
convey%complex%ideas,%concepts,%and%information%clearly%and%
accurately%through%the%effective%selection,%organization,%and%analysis%
of%content.%

• W.11%12.3.'Write%narratives%to%develop%real%or%imagined%
experiences%or%events%using%effective%technique,%wellDchosen%details,%
and%wellDstructured%event%sequences. 

 

OBJECTIVES 
The learner will… 
• identify%examples%of%literary%works%from%a%particular%time%period%

or%genre.%
• comprehending%the%themes%and%motifs%of%a%genre.%
• Use%literary%styles%and%techniques%of%a%genre.%
• describe%how%the%author%uses%literary%styles%and%techniques%of%a%

genre%to%create%a%desired%effect.%
• determining%the%effect%of%a%literary%work.%
• create%an%original%literary%work%based%on%a%particular%genre.%

H.O.T./D.O.K. QUESTIONS (HDQs) 
FACTUAL 
• Who$are$the$authors$associated$with$Individualism?$
• What$are$the$differences$between$Romantic$and$Gothic$literature?$
• What$is$Transcendentalism?$
• Who$were$the$key$authors$of$Transcendentalism?$
• What$were$the$influences$on$Romanticism$and$Gothic$Literature?$
• Where$did$the$Individualism$movement$begin?$
• When$did$the$Individualism$movement$begin? 

ANALYTICAL 
• How$do$the$themes$and$motifs$of$Individualism$reflect$the$attitudes$

and$beliefs$of$post@Revolutionary$War?$
• Why$did$Edgar$Allan$Poe$create$the$detective$genre?%
• Why$did$Henry$David$Thoreau$write$Walden? 

HYPOTHETICAL 
• What$if$Edgar$Allan$Poe$obtained$his$success$while$he$was$alive?$
• What$would$happen$if$people$gave$up$their$material$wealth$as$

Thoreau$did$in$Walden? 
AFFECTIVE 
• Do$you$think$people$are$too$dependent$on$materialism?$
• Do$you$feel$there$is$a$clear$line$between$good$and$evil?$$
• Do$you$believe$Americans$feel$as$positive$as$they$did$after$the$

Revolutionary$War?  
REFLECTIVE 
• What is the effect of Walt Whitman’s poetry? 
• What effect did Washington Irving’s writing have on storytelling? 
• What was the impact of the Transcendentalist movement on America? 
• What is the impact of Edgar Allan Poe’s on modern suspense, thrillers, 

and gothic tales? 
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WHOLE CLASS ASSIGNMENT 
ASSIGNMENT TASK ASSESSMENT 

1. Read “The Devil 
and Tom Walker” 
by Washington 
Irving 

1. Answer questions at 
the end of the story. 

1. Short answer Q 
& A. 

2. Read “Self 
Reliance” by 
Ralph Waldo 
Emerson 

2. Literary Analysis: 
“What is the message 
of ‘Self Reliance’?  
How does Emerson 
convey this message? 
 

2. 6+1 Traits 
Scoring Guide 

3. Read “The Fall of 
the House of 
Usher” by Edgar 
Allan Poe 
 

3. Answer questions at 
the end of the story 

3. Short answer Q 
& A 

4. Read “Murders in 
the Rue Morgue” 
by Edgar Allan 
Poe 

4. Literary Analysis: 
“How and why did 
Edgar Allan Poe 
create the detective 
genre? 
 

4. 6+1 Traits 
Scoring Guide 

5. Poetry: Walt 
Whitman 

5. Choose three poems.  
Analyze the poetry 
for similarities in 
structure and theme. 
 

5. 6+1 Traits 
Scoring Guide 

6. Walden by Henry 
David Thoreau 

6. Dialectic Journal: 
Reflect and respond 
to Thoreau’s 
experiences and 
philosophy. 

6. 6+1 Traits 
Scoring Guide 

MULTIPLE INVENTORY ACTIVITY 
Choose one of the activities listed below.  Explain how you researched and applied the key 
academic concepts and addressed the essential questions of the unit. 

VISUAL /SPATIAL VERBAL / LINGUISTIC LOGICAL / MATHEMATICAL 
• Romantic)Art:!!Create!a!

Romantic!painting!or!
sculpture!embodying!
the!themes!and!motifs!of!
Romanticism.!

• Art)Analysis:!Bring!in!a!
print!or!series!of!prints!
by!an!
artist/photographer!you!
consider!Romantic.!!
Analyze!the!work!for!
Romantic!themes!and!
motifs.!

• Comic)Book:!Create!a!
comic!book!that!
embodies!Romantic!or!
Gothic!motif/themes!

• Short)Story:!Write!a!
short!story!that!
embodies!a!Romantic!or!
Gothic!motif/theme.!

• Poetry:!Write!five!
poems!that!embody!a!
Romantic!motif/theme!
or!a!variety!of!Romantic!
motifs/themes.!!
Organize!these!poems!in!
a!book!format.!

• Stage/Screenplay:!
Write!a!short!play!or!
screenplay!that!
embodies!a!Romantic!
motif/theme!or!a!variety!
of!motifs/themes.!!!

• Poe’s)Quest)for)Logic:!
Read!Poe’s!“The!
Mystery!of!Marie!
Roget”!and!“The!
Purloined!Letter”.!!
Analyze!how!Poe!used!
logic!to!have!C.!Aguste!
Dupin!solve!these!
crimes.!

• Unsolved)Mysteries:!
Research!a!famous!
unsolved!mystery.!!
Piece!together!the!clues!
and!attempt!to!solve!
the!case.!

TECHNICAL / MECHANICAL BODILY-KINESTHETIC MUSICAL / RHYTHMIC 
• Adaptation:!Adapt!an!

Edgar!Allan!Poe!story!
into!a!video.!

• Movie:!!Create!an!
original!film/video!
production!that!
embodies!Romantic!
themes.!

• Dance:!Perform!an!
originally!
choreographed!or!
established!dance!
routine!that!embodies!
Romantic!
motifs/themes.!

• Original)Song:!Write!
an!original!song!or!
piece!of!music!using!
Romantic!or!Gothic!
motifs!and!perform!it!
for!the!class.!

• Musical)Performance:!
Choose!a!piece!of!
Romantic!music!and!
play!or!sing!it!for!the!
class!!

INTRAPERSONAL / INSIGHT INTERPERSONAL / SOCIAL NATRUALIST / 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

• Modern)
Transcendentalism:!
Discuss!what!would!the!
Transcendentalists!
think!about!American!
society!in!the!new!
millennium.!

• Is)Romanticism)Alive)
and)Well?:!Debate!with!
a!partner!whether!
Romanticism!is!alive!
and!well!in!the!21st!
Century.!!Find!and!
discuss!examples!of!
Romanticism!in!today’s!
popular!literature.!

• Experience)Nature:!!
Go!to!an!isolated!place!
in!nature.!!Write!about!
what!you!see,!feel,!and!
experience.!
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SATIRE 

Exaggeration 
and Ridicule 

Humor 

Laugher 

Unspoken 
Truth 

Commentary 

Change 

SATIRE 

Tone Tone 

Effect 
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H.O.T./D.O.K. Questions (HDQs) 
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Standard1( RL.11%12.6(:(Analyze(a(case(in(which(grasping(point(of(view(requires(distinguishing(what(is(directly(
stated(in(a(text(from(what(is(really(meant.((e.g.:(satire,(sarcasm,(irony,(or(understatement)(

Factual( What(is(satire?(

Who(is(Mark(Twain?(((

Where(did(Mark(Twain(set(most(of(his(stories?(

When(did(Mark(Twain(publish(his(writings?(

What(is(the(style/genre(of(Mark(Twain’s(writing?(

What(is(the(plot(of(The(Adventures(of(Huckleberry(Finn?(

What(is(the(tone(of(The(Adventures(of(Huckleberry(Finn?(

Analytical( How(does(a(satire(use(comedy(to(support(its(purpose?(

How(can(a(satire(influence(change?(

How(can(an(author(use(satire(to(bring(awareness(to(a(topic(and(inspire(change?(

How(is(The(Adventure(of(Huckleberry(Finn(a(satire?(

How(does(The(Adventure(of(Huckleberry(Finn(satirize(“civilized(society”?(

Why(would(a(person(find(a(satire(offensive?(

Why(is(The(Adventures(of(Huckleberry(Finn(so(controversial?(

Hypothetical( What(could(happen(if(an(author(satirized(something(a(person(cannot(change(about(themselves?(

Reflective( What(is(the(effect(of(a(satire?(

What(is(the(effect(of(the(language(Mark(Twain(uses(in(The(Adventure(of(Huckleberry(Finn?(

What(is(the(intent(of(The(Adventures(of(Huckleberry(Finn?(

What(is(the(impact(of(The(Adventures(of(Huckleberry(Finn(on(American(Literature?(

Affective( Do(you(think(the(criticisms(of(The(Adventures(of(Huckleberry(Finn(are(valid?(

How(do(you(feel(about(the(way(teenagers(are(satirized(in(the(media?(

Personal( (
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1!From!the!English!Language!Arts!Standards!–!Reading:!Literature!Domain!of!the!Common!Core!Standards!State!Initiative!
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UNIT OF STUDY 

STANDARDS 
List the standards that are addressed in this unit. 
• 11.RL.3 
• 11.RL.4 
• 11.RL.5 
• 11.RL.6 
• 11.RL.7 
• 11.RL.9 
OBJECTIVES 
The learner will… 
• identify the historical and cultural aspects found in cross-

cultural works of literature. 
• explain the author’s use of irony, contradictions, paradoxes, 

incongruities in a literary selection. 
• make relevant references by synthesizing concepts and ideas 

from a single reading selection 
• analyze the way in which a theme or meaning of a selection 

represents a view or comment on life, providing textual 
evidence for the identified theme. 

• interpret figurative language with emphasis upon how the 
writer uses language to evoke readers’ emotions. 

• write in a variety of expressive forms that use voice and 
style appropriate and purpose. 

 

H.O.T./D.O.K. QUESTIONS (HDQs) 
FACTUAL 
• Who is Mark Twain? 
• Where did Mark Twain set most of his stories? 
• What is the style/genre of Mark Twain’s writing? 
• What is satire? 
ANALYTICAL 
• How is satire similar and different from comedy? 
• How can an author influence change through satire?  
• How is The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn a satire? 
• Why would a person find a satire offensive? 
HYPOTHETICAL 
• What could happen if a satire focuses on behaviors a 

person could not change? 
AFFECTIVE 
• What is the effect of different elements of humor? 
• What is the intent of The Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn? 
• What is the effect of the language Mark Twain uses in 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn? 
• What is the impact satire can have on society? 
REFLECTIVE 
• What is your definition of humor? 
• How do you define the line between using humor to bring 

about awareness and using humor to insult? 
• What parts of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn did 

you find satirical? 
PERSONAL 
 
 

Satire 
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WHOLE CLASS ASSIGNMENTS (W.C.A.) 
ASSIGNMENT TASK ASSESSMENT 

1. Read The 
Adventures of 
Huckleberry 
Finn. 

1. Essay: “How is 
The Adventures 
of Huckleberry 
Finn a satire”? 

1. Six Traits 
Writing 
Scoring Guide 

2. Read “CIA 
Realizes It’s 
Been Using 
Black 
Highlighters 
All These 
Years”. 

2. Literary and 
Style Analysis 

2. Six Traits 
Writing 
Scoring Guide 

3. Read “Elf 
Finger Found 
in Box of 
Keebler 
Cookies”. 

3. Literary and 
Style Analysis 

3. Six Traits 
Writing 
Scoring Guide 

4. Read “Why 
No One Want 
to Make Hulk 
2”. 

4. Literary and 
Style Analysis 

4. Six Traits 
Writing 
Scoring Guide 

5. Is It Satirical, 
Funny, or 
Both? 

5. Choose a 
humorous piece 
and evaluate its 
purpose and 
effect. 

5. Six Traits 
Writing 
Scoring Guide 

MULTIPLE INVENTORY ACTIVITY (M.I.A.) 
Explain how you applied the key academic concepts and addressed the 

essential questions of the unit through written expression. 
VISUAL VERBAL  LOGICAL  

1. Editorial Cartoon: 
Draw an editorial 
cartoon about a 
quality of life you 
feel should be 
changed. 

2. Satirical Story: 
Write a satirical story 
about high school 
life. 

3. Timeline of 
Humor: Create a 
timeline mapping 
the evolution of 
humor and satire 
and America. 

TECHNICAL  BODILY 
KINESTHETIC 

MUSICAL  

4. Satirical Video: 
Produce a video that 
satirizes high school 
life. 

5. Satirical Persona: 
Dress up like a 
character in high 
school showcasing 
their looks and 
behaviors. 

6. Satirical Song: 
Write a satirical 
song about high 
school life. 

INTRAPERSONAL INTERPERSONAL  NATURALIST  
7. What Is Humor?: 

Write an expository 
essay on the 
meaning of humor. 

8. Stand-Up Comedy 
Routine: Perform a 
stand-up comedy 
routine about high 
school. 

9. Find the Irony 
in Life: Analyze 
the irony of two 
contrasting 
geographic 
locations. 

COMBINATION 
 
STUDENT CREATED  Teacher Approval 
 



Expeditionary and Service Learning 

What issues are 
affecting the world? 
How is this issue 
affecting the world? 
Why is this issue 
essential or 
important to 
address, handle, 
settle, or solve? 
What impact does 
this issue have on 
the world? 
How does this issue 
affect me? 
What can I do to 
address this issue? 

What issues are 
affecting the world? 
How is this issue 
affecting the nation? 
Why is this issue 
essential or 
important to 
address, handle, 
settle, or solve? 
What impact does 
this issue have on 
the world? 
How does this issue 
affect me? 
What can I do to 
address this issue? 
 

What issues are 
affecting the 
community? 
How is this issue 
affecting the nation? 
Why is this issue 
essential or important 
to address, handle, 
settle, or solve? 
What impact does 
this issue have on the 
world? 
How does this issue 
affect me? 
What can I do to 
address this issue? 
 

What issues affect 
or are important to 
me? 
How does this 
issue affect me? 
Why is this issue 
essential or 
important to me? 
What impact does 
this issue have on 
me? 
How does this 
issue affect others? 
What can I do to 
address this issue? 
 



RIGOR 
Demonstrate higher order thinking and communicate 
depth of knowledge 

RELEVANCE 
Address handle, settle, solve, or work with real world 
issues, problems, and situations. 

RELATIONSHIPS 
Work collaboratively and responsibly with the text, 
the teacher, peers, experts, and credible sources of 
information. 

RESULTS 
Demonstrate and communicate deeper knowledge, 
understanding, thinking and awareness using oral, 
written, creative, and technical expression. 

REFLECTION 

Realize the importance and value of what is being 
taught and learned and how education and 
experience can be turned into expertise. 

5 R’s of Deeper Teaching and Learning 

© Maverik Education LLC, 2014 
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